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 Politics of Fabrication II
 Challenging political expression in Little Havana, Miami
Inter 8 continues exploring the politics of today from its most basic mani-
festations in the city, experimenting with new scenarios of political expres-
sion in intentionally polemical locations. In today’s cities, where tourists 
and natives, immigrants and citizens, temporary and life-long residents live 
side by side, the traditional meaning of politics has changed. Consequently, 
political representation does not seem to depend as much on constituen-
cies, but on direct, voluntary and unbinding associations among people 
who assert their presence in the public arena. The unit posits the possibil-
ity of redefining the political expression of the multitude as the making 
visible of the relationship between everyday activities in public and the 
particular material constructions that ultimately gives them political value. 
 This year the unit will be working on the Versailles Restaurant in the 
Calle Ocho (SW 8 St.) of Little Havana, Miami. This has been the epicentre 
of the political expression of Cuban exiles in the United States since 1971, 
and manifests within its walls the invisible barriers that lie between Cuba 
and the US. Students will analyse this building and the small public space 
that sits in front and comprises invisible socio-political barriers into the 
city. In doing so the unit will also explore the socio-cultural milieu in which 
these are inscribed in order to redefine them within a sophisticated under-
standing of politics today. 
 The year will begin with two small workshops in which students are 
introduced to the political implications of architectural elements that are 
used or seen in everyday life, such as the AA door entrance or the US 
embassy perimeter in London. These architectural elements articulate the 
relationship among different groups, such as Londoners and international 
students, or between Britons and Americans. 
 Following this initial conceptual development, students are expected to 
present their own critical arguments on the material articulation of the 
changing associations of individuals within the public realm. After our site 
visit to Little Havana, each student will propose a more specific urban 
strategy for architectural systems able to articulate Cuban exiles and 
Latinos´ associations with the city. Students will test the formal, program-
matic, atmospheric and constructive organisation of their design proposals 
in relation to their arguments. Projects will address construction methods 
that are able to be fabricated by the collective, relating the political expres-
sion of the multitude with the fabrication level. 
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Aerial view of Calle Ocho (SW 8 St.), Little Havana, Miami.
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